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aicut eosdem Obsideg et Feoda, vestra diligitis ; scientes, quod nisi venerit in Servitium nostrum infra 
terminum, qui ei inde a Justioiario nostro statute fnit, Nos ad Obsides vestros, et ad Beoda Testra 
nos capiemus. Et in hujus Eei, &o. Teste Domino Norwieensi apud Greitinton primo die Septem- 
bris." 

Hishostages were, " "Milo filius Johannis de Curcy, Juvenis, et Bobinus, Alius Willielmi Salvage, 
liberantur Roberto da Veteri-Ponte in custodia Johannes de Curcy, filius Rogeri de Oestria, libera- 
tor Willielmo Briwer. Walekinus, filius Augustini de Ridall, liberatur Willielmo Botercll, Vice- 
coraiti Coinubias. Petrus, filius Willielmi Hacket, liberatur Beginal de Clifton, eonstabularis de 
Punster. Alexander, filius "Willielmi Sarazin, liberatur "Willielmo de Blunvill, Constabulario do Corf. 
Johannes, filius AdaJ Camcraxii, et Job annes, filius Richardi filii Boberti, liberantur Ilugoni de Novil. '' 

And upon their assent to send him to the King, he grants him a safe conduct j 13 "Box, &c. Omni- 
bus, &c. Salutem. Sciatis quod concessimus salvum et gecurum Conductum Johanni de Curcy et 
suis, quoB secuni duxerit, in vcniendo ad Nos, et in redenndo, usque ad medium, Quadragesirnaa Anno, 
&c. VI. Et in hoc Rei, &c. Teste meipso apud Brehill sxto, die Octobris." 



THE OGEAM INSCRIPTIONS, f 



With very great interest have I perused the Essay, by Mr. Windele, on the Ogham inscriptions, in 
the Ulster Journal of Archaeology. 

Many years ago, I gave a good deal of attention to the interpretation of these inscriptions. The 
investigations of Br. Young upon the Egyptian inscriptions kindled a zeal within me to do something 
for the elucidation of the native monuments of Ireland ; but I pursued the subject under the two dis- 
advantages, first, of knowing nothing of the Celtic language except what any one may pick oiit of a 
grammar and dictionary : — and secondly, of having very few transcripts' on which to work, and even 
these not always to be relied on as exact copies of the originals. The difficulties and perplexities, 
which beset the study nearly thirty years ago, were so great, that I came at last reluctantly to tho 
conclusion that the case was hopeless ; and felt inclined to conjecture that the Ogham was not pro- 
perly an alphabetical mode of writing at all ; but rather a kind of arbitrary notation, like the nick- 
sticks, not many years ago, used by our peasants, and the farmers who employed them as labourers, 
in our own country, as records of the days' works performed and tho wages due ; — -tho tallies of the 
Exchequer, which wore slips of wood with notches, by means of which the accounts of tho national income 
and expenditure were kept, until some time sinco the commencement of the present century : — the 
knotted cords of the South Sea islanders ; — the quipos of the Peruvians, of which G-arcillaso Inea de la 

a In eodoni Rotalo, M. 1 mo, Dorso. b In oodom Hot, St. 7 facie, 

t The three following communications have been sent to us in reference to Mr Wmdclo's paper on Oghnms, which, 
appeared in our last number.— Ed, 
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Vega gives such a curious account : — and the squares and circles found on the Mexican cloth paint- 
ings called picture writings, in the Museums at Yienna and Madrid. 

Prom Mr. Windele's Essay it appears that much pains have teen taken to procure accurate tran- 
scripts of all the known inscriptions in Ogham : this is the first step towards a satisfactory settlement 
of the question. I am sure the accomplished Celtic scholars, who now adorn our universities and 
other learned societies, will not withold their aid; and thus the way seems clear, either to a satis- 
factory determination of the import of these mysterious records, — or to the conviction that no such 
determination is capable of being reached ; which would he the thing nest best in importance. 

Until the results can be seen, it would he preposterous to anticipate ; 1 therefore write merely to 
express my hope, that all persons who are aware of the existence of unpublished Oghams will commu- 
nicate them, in time, to the learned inquirers who are engaged on the subject ; or to your pages. 

Psi. 

I think Mr. "Windele has satisfactorily proved that this character is of pre-Christian date; by show- 
ing, statistically, that the stones, on which it is found, are to be met with chieny in the lios. the raih 
and the subterranean crypt or cave ; the most ancient, and the rudest remains of human art in this 
island. Another feature about it, as yet I believe unnoticed, seems to mo to place its great antiquity 
beyond doubt, and I beg to invite special attention to it. It is the coincidence between the order of 
ariangement in the Ogham, and that of the ancient Irish, alphabet : — this requires explanation. 

The serial arrangement of the letters of the alphabet is the same in many ancient languages. In 
the Hebrew, for instance, it is, A. B. G. D., &c ; in the Greek, A. B. G-. D., &c. ; in the Latin, 
A. B. C. D., &o. This coincidence cannot be accidental; it shows that the alphabets were borrowed 
from the same source ; or, that each was a copy of the elder one, so arranged. 

Now, if the Irish got the alphabet, which they at present use, from the Bomans, through St. Pat- 
rick, the arrangement must have been, A. B. C. D.,'&c, but it is not : it is B. L. P. S. N. D. T. C. . 
and this arrangement corresponds with that of the Ogham characters. 

Order of the ancient Irish alphabet, according to the Book of Leacan, and Forcliem. 

B. L. S. S. N. II. D. I. C. All. SI. G. NG. SD. E. A. 0. V. E. I. 

Order of the Ogham character, 

B. L. 1. S. N. H. B. T. C. AT.. M. G. KG. SB. K. A. 0. V. E. I. 

I II HI [ill Mill . II 111 ll ll illll \ \\ W\\\\\ \\\\\ 

i n m mi iiiii i n rrrim urn \ ^ \\\ \\\\ \v\w - 

Prom this table it is manifest that the Ogham is but an occult cipher, contrived upon, and after the 
alphabet ; and, the antiquity of the Ogham being proved, the antiquity of letters in Ireland im-i 
mediately follows. 

0. MacSWEENY. 
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Is the first number of this Journal appeared a highly important and interesting paper on ancient 
Irish Ogham Inscriptions, contributed by my friend Mr. Windelo, of Cork. Concerned as I am in 
the inquiry into the origin and uses of those mysterious inscriptions, and feeling a very lively interest 
in the entire subject, I trust that the few following remarks, which I have written on Mr. >Yindele's 
article after reading it, may not altogether prove an uninteresting sequel to his valuable paper. They 
have been written chiefly with the view of affording him further information on the subject of his 
paper, and with very kind feelings towards himself. 

Certainly, too much credit cannot be given to Mr. Wmdele for his untiring labours in the Og- 
ham field — if it were nothing else than keeping the subject before his antiquarian brethren — a field, 
the cultivation of which seems to promise as rich a return as over did the various inquiries into the 
origin and uses of the Bound Towers. Into this part of the subject, however, I have no desire to 
enter— simply, because I have not the ability nor time for doing so. At present, I merely wish to go 
over the descriptive part of Sir. "VViudcle's paper, and what concerns myself, saying a word as I go 
along. 

I would not, if I were Mr. Windcle, suffer the " Kill-Dorery " (not Keldorrery) stone which O'JIal- 
loran mentions, (Introduction to and an History of Ireland:, vol. i. p. 39.) to go so easily, if I wero 
sure that O'Halloran had seen it, and was a judge of the Ogham character. I would, at least, ascer- 
tain what had become of the monument. Kildorrery is a post town and parish, and is marked on 
sheet 18 of the Ordnance Survey of the county of Cork. I find a " children's gravo-yard," (proba- 
bly one of the ancient unconseerated Calluragh or keels,) marked a little to the north-west of the 
town ; aud at some distance to the east, on sheet 19, is " Ologhleagh," which may bo O'Halloran's 
inscribed " Dalian." Mr. "Windcle has already satisfactorily ascertained the fato of tho Coolowa 
stone; (Notices of Cork, p. 247;) and his account of its destruction thoro, and in private letters to 
myself afterwards, I found to bo literally true, when I visited the locality, in March, 1848, 

I feel highly flattered by the distinguished position which such a man as Mr. 'Windelo has given to 
myself amongst the Ogham investigators. Indeed, I can scarcely aspire to the rank in which ho has 
placed me ; but if my humble efforts, as a labourer in tho field, shall be hereafter productive of any 
good in the history of this interesting class of our Irish antiquities, I Bhall be satisfied. 

The first original Ogham inscription I have ever seen is that at Ballymorereagh, engraved at p. liS5 
of Dr. Petrie's work on the Bound Towers of Ireland. I made a sketoh of this stone and inscription 
on the 10th of May, 1846, nearly seven years ago, and one year more than the five or six, " within" 
which Mr. Windele says, I had my attention attracted to the Ogham monuments. I had moreover, 
been reading and copying all I could find about Ogham inscriptions for at least eight years before that 
time ; but it was not till the beginning of the year 184G that an inscription of the original monument 
in the interesting barony of Corkaguiny, in the west of the county of Kerry, filled inc with an ardent 
desire to know more about them, I accordingly commenced a correspondence with Mr. Clibborn of 
the- Royal Irish Academy on the subject, which ultimately led to my acquaintance with the Rev. 
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Dr. Graves, niy subsequent services for whom were entirely volcntary and honorary, and not " en- 
gaged." The result is, I am happy to say, a collection, between Dr. Graves and myself of over me 
hundred and thirty Ogham inscriptions, with their accompanying notes, — rather more than the cum- 
ber mentioned in Mr. Windele's catalogue, which, on the other hand, I believe, contains a few loca- 
lities unknown to either Dr. Graves or me ; so that the entire number of Ogham inscriptions dis- 
covered must be much greater than that above-mentioned. 

In Mr. Windele's catalogue, he and I and seem to have made common property of certain localities ;— 
he'having appropriated to himself some of mine, and given to me a few others, of which I know nothing. 
For instance, Icannot well part with WMtefield, (which, however, Mr.Windele does not take to himself) 
Dunmore, Ballynahunt, Lomanagh, Drunikeare, and some others, notes of my early discovery of which 
I have in my possession ; and of some of the groups of seven, which I have seen, (as Ballintaggart, and 
Ballinrannig,) Pelham and Mr. Windele have hitherto mentioned only five in each place, (vide Yal- 
lancey's Collectanea, vol. vi., p. 228, and Notices of Cork, p. 895.) — Indeed, the number five seems to be 
a favourite one with Mr. "Windele, as he mentions only that number in each of the localities of Kill' 
coolaght and Dunloe, where there are also seven. In some of the localities which he gives to 
me with one monument, two or more have been found. The discoveries which I disclaim as my own 
are, Keel, Ardavenagh, Killgobinet and Brakel ; but I have seen some of these, and there are doubt- 
less some of my other localities concealed under the rest. 

The spelling of most of the names of the localities, given in Mr. Windele's catalogue, soems very 
strange to me ; and if I were looking over the Ordnance Survey Maps of Kerry — which I generally 
take as my standard for the spoiling of Irish names of places in that county, — for a month, I do not 
think I could find such words as Ballyreagh, Ballynahunta, Ooolcoolaght, Lomanach, Droumcaor, 
Ballintarmon, Logher, Kinnard, Aglis, Killfountain, Ballyinyeanig, Brakel, Aghaeorribel, and some 
others less misspelled. I should like to know where Mr. Windele found these names ; or has a new 
and corrected edition of the Ordnance Survey Maps appeared which I have not seen ? 

I have no doubt but that a faithless attendant, whom I had with me, shewed Mr. Windele most of 
my discoveries in Corkaguiny, so that he had not much difficulty in "seeing" and "copying" these 
"himself." 

The tumulus of Ballinrannig is strewed with bones, which every shifting of the sand continues, 
to expose. These are, in all likelihood, human remains, because we cannot well account for the ap-. 
pearance of animal bones in that place. ' I picked up some pieces of the bones and teeth, one or two 
of which I presented to the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, at their meeting, in September, 1850_ 
Every lover of a sight of the Ogham monuments in their original localities, where they have braved: 
the storms of centuries will deplore the removal— unnecessary, indeed, — of five of the Smerwick ot- 
Ballinrannig stones by Lord Ventry, on the first of September, 1848. I am glad to be able to state 
that these five stones are safe ; but of Course have lost much of their interest. Three of them are- 
standing in the lawn at the front of Burnham House, and the other two are similarly placed at Chute- 
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Hall (not Blennerville,) at gome distance to the east of Tralee ; in both of -which places I had much 
pleasure ia revisiting my old aequamtau.ce in August and September last. The regret ■which I feel 
at the removal of these monuments, — which were very safe in their original site, under the guardian- 
ship of the venerating peasantry of the place, — compels me to mention here, that I have heard of similar 
attempts having been made, by another member of the Burnham family, to remove two or three other 
safe Ogham monuments from their own beautiful localities (one of them an ancient churchyard,) in Cork- 
aguiny, but that the peasantry, with one voice, exclaimed against such desecration, and would not 
give any assistance towards its accomplishment. I do not, of course, mean to say that this saved the 
stones from being carried off; but it must at least have awakened some slumbering feeling of human 
nature in the breast of the lord of the soil, which induced him to listen to the entreaties of the simple, 
but noble, peasantry of the peninsula of Corkaguiny, for their beloved monuments of ancient piety and 
civilization. The rescue and removal of wuafe Ogham monuments is laudable ; and 1 have myself 
removed a few which I saw likely to be subjected to the mason's hammer, and so forth, and have de- 
posited them in the Museum of the Royal Irish Academy, where their value is known, and where 
they will be accordingly eared for ; but the division of the monuments of. one locality, and their re- 
moval here and there, and far apart to private gardens, where few, knowing anything about them, can 
see them, — -merely to gratify a certain momentary curiosity, — is anything but praiseworthy; and I hope 
many noble proprietors will not be found following the example set by some of their brethren in 
the South of Ireland. 

None of the two Derreendarragh (not Derreendragh,) stones, (depicted in Mr. Windele's lithograph) 
formed a part of the circle at that place. The stones represented stood within, and independent of, 
the circle of twelve stones, all of which, I believe, are still visible. The two gallauns were originally 
standing; but, having been undermined by treasure-seekers, they both fell, as shewn in Mr. Windele's 
drawing : — when standing, and surrounded by the circle, they must have had a striking appearance. 

It is true that none of the Ogham monuments found in the Raths, — and they are many, — at least so 
far as I am aware, — bear the Christian emblem ; but I have found in the same rath-chamber with Ogham 
inscriptions what I consider tantamount to it — namely, a stone with a cross, or two, vrithin 
circles, engraved on it — which must have been placed in the interior of the rath at the same time with 
the Ogham inscriptions, and both at the time of the original construction of the interior chamber; 
they being necessary to its support. 

One word as to the engraving by which Mr. Windele's paper is illustrated. I have myself seen two 
of the three monuments figured on it, and I can therefore speak with certainty of them. The stones 
at Derreendarragh are pretty well drawn ; but the Kinard monument is not. Not to speak of the 
inscription being incorrectly placed in relation to the window shaped figure on the stone, and a small 
cross omitted from the lower part of the monument, the drawing is too square and gives. an idea of 
the stone being flat, while it is in reality of an oval shape. An engraving of my sketch of this monu- 
ment maybe seen in the Proceedings of (lie Moyal Irish Academy, vol. iv. p. 357.' — It will be per- 
ceivodthat I say nothing about the inscriptions themselves. R. HITCHCOCK. 



